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A Step in the Right Direction ~y@Z>

Writing the Declaration of Independence was an important step for the colonists. It led to freedom
from British control. But the colonists had no real central government after the Revolutionary War. This
caused problems between the 13 states.

The states approved the Articles of Confederation in 1781. This was an attempt to form a central
government. But the articles had many weaknesses. The effects on the new nation were not always good.

Directions: Read the following statements. Underline each cause once and underline each effect
twice. Remember that an effect tells what happened. A cause tells why it happened.

The states began to act like 13 different countries because there was no strong central
government.

Because the colonists had bad experiences under King George’s rule, they were
against forming a central government that was too strong.

The Articles of Confederation gave more powers to the states, which left Congress
with little power.

Foreign countries felt it was too much trouble to do business with the young nation
because a new trade agreement would have to be worked out with each state.
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issued by Congress had little value.

Hard feelings began to rise among citizens because states were charging taxes on
goods from other states.
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ﬁ Because people were using gold or silver coins from other countries, the paper money

Many farmers did not want to sell their goods to people from other states because
each state was printing its own money, which was considered worthless in a different
state.

* A man named Daniel Shays wanted farmers to get help for the debts

they owed. He led a rebellion against the Massachusetts government.
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People finally began to see the need for a strong central government
because the Articles of Confederation did not allow Congress to help
stop Shays’s Rebellion.
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It was time to write a constitution that would unite the states as one
nation. In May 1787, delegates came to Philadelphia.
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Build your students’ understanding of the document

that forms the foundation of our nation—the United

States Constitution. Use these star-studded skill builders

to introduce or enhance your study of the Constitution. :
Duplicate pages 37, 39, 41, and 43 for your students to

complete independently, with partners, or in small groups.
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. The states began to act like 13 different countries because there was no

strong central government.
Because the colonists had bad experiences under King George’s rule, they
were against forming a central government that was too strong. =
The Atrticles of Confederation gave more powers to the states, which left
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Foreign countries felt it was too much trouble to do business with the young
nation because a new trade agreement would have to be worked out with
each state.
Because people were using gold or silver coins from other countries, the

r money i ngress had little vall

Hard feelings began to rise among citizens because states were charging

taxes on goods from other states.

Many farmers did not want to sell their goods to people from other states
because each state was printing its own money. which was considered
worthless in a different state.

A man named Daniel Shays wanted the farmers to get help for the debts they

owed. He | rebellion inst the M. husetts government.
. People finall an to see the need for a strong central government

because the Articles of Confederation did not allow Congress to help stop

Shays’s Rebellion.

It was time to write a constitution that would unite the states as one nation. |

May 1787, delegates came to Philadelphia.





